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Saying Goodbye - Evan Corning and Matt Fournier
Another successful fellowship year ended. The world of COVID and the Delta 
variant a�ected their fellowship, but luckily they were able to still have some 
impressive case logs.

Evan Corning went to Texas Tech in El Paso, TX to an academic institution.

Matt Fornier went into private practice in Laramie, WY.

We wish them both well.

Evan Corning (right) and
Matt Fournier (left)

Andrew Haus, MD James Ohliger,  MD

Welcome New Fellows - Andrew Haus and James Ohliger

New 2022-2023 Fellows
Fall 2021

We are pleased to announce we matched with two �ne 
candidates for the 2022-2023 fellowship.

Due to COVID, we did all interviews virtually on Zoom.

John Robinson, MD is currently completing his residency 
at John Peter Smith in Ft. Worth, Texas.

Tyler Williamson, MD is completing his residency at the 
University of Minnesota. 

They will start August 2022.

Based on advice of the AOSSM, we will conduct virtual 
interviews for 2023-2024 also.

Andrew Haus, MD com-
pleted his undergraduate 
at the US Air Force Acade-
my in Colorado Springs, 
CO. He went to medical 
school at the University 
of Health Sciences in 
Bethesda, MD. He just 
completed his residency 
at University of Texas 
Health Sciences Center in 
San Antonio, Texas.

“I chose Lake Tahoe 
Sports Medicine fellow-
ship because it has every-
thing I was hoping for. 

The practice provides a high volume of arthroscopic 
and open sports surgery experience with multiple 
experienced mentors who are invested in your future 
success. The region provides a perfect environment for 
learning to care for active individuals including elite 
level athletes. As the only surgical training program in 
the area, there are more opportunities than you can 
possibly �nd the time for including the surgical skills 
lab, total joint arthroplasty cases or even general 
trauma from the surrounding area. Finally, after having 
completed residency in Texas, I’m looking forward to 
dusting o� my K2’s and getting lost in the backcoun-
try!”

James Ohliger, MD 
completed his medi-
cal school training at 
the University of 
Akron, OH and just 
completed his 
residency at Summa 
Health Systems in 
Akron, Ohio.

“I am excited to start 
my fellowship at 
Barton Health Lake 
Tahoe. Following my 
completion of inter-
views around the 
country, I recognize 

that the Tahoe fellowship is one of a kind. The 
fellowship provides an individual with broad expo-
sure to injuries from everyday athletics to those 
seen with extreme sports. The fellowship is also 
unique in that there is available exposure to trauma, 
arthroplasty and other facets of orthopedic surgery. 
Having grown up in the midwest, I am ecstatic to 
gain a di�erent perspective in the culture of ortho-
pedics. As an avid outdoorsman, having access to 
world class skiing, hiking and �shing is quite the 
bonus.”



I would like to recognize the 2020 donations to the 
fellowship from Dr. Michael Cushner (1999) and Dr. Stuart 
Fromm (1995)...that help make the Mammoth experience 
possible for the fellows.

Due to COVID precautions, the AOSSM has strongly advised 
us to only have virtual interviews next year again.

I encourage the alumni to share their experience and 
wisdom with our fellows by participating with our 
conference either in person or remotely. Let me know if you 
are interested in providing education to our fellows.

Our fellowship will soon lose a signi�cant resource. Jennifer 
Locke (formerly Gaston) has started the process of her 
retirement after 22 years with our group. Jennifer worked in 
our o�ce when we were the Lake Tahoe Orthopedic 
Institute and progressed through the years to become the 
fellowship coordinator and the graduate medical 
education administrator at Barton Hospital. I think she has 
put more e�ort into the fellowship through the years than 
any of the faculty. She will be missed.

Barb Nicholas will take over the fellowship and GME for 
Jennifer. You might remember her as she has been with 
orthopedics since the late 90’s. She worked for Keith 
Swanson as his MA for many years and most recently with 
Kyle Swanson. We all wish her well in her new role. Jennifer 
will be here for a while to make the transition go smoothly 
and will most likely have a consulting role for a while to 
mentor Barb as needed. 

Robert Rupp, MD
Program Director
Education Director

Support the Fellowship

Your tax-deductible donation will help 
us continue to grow...

Please mail your donation to:
Lake Tahoe Sports Medicine Fellowship

Attn: Barb Nicholas
P.O. Box 11889

Zephyr Cove, NV 89448
_______________

http://laketahoesportsmed.com/fellowship
email: bnicholas@bartonhealth.org

If you would like to designate your donation to be used 
for a specific purpose, i.e. research, to attend a confer-

ence, etc., please let us know.

_______________

We are actively seeking funds to build
our research capabilities.

Please consider a donation to fund
 our abilities. Thank you!

Greetings Alumni
and friends, 

As if our community 
and fellowship weren’t 
a�ected by COVID over 
the past year, we have 
now endured the most 
threatening �re to the 
Tahoe Basin in South 
Lake Tahoe history. The 
Caldor �re caused the 
temporary closure of 
Barton Hospital and the 
evacuation of South 

Lake Tahoe extending to the Round Hill community on the 
southern Nevada side of Tahoe. Although this �re caused 
major structural damage along the Highway 50 corridor and 
west of Lake Tahoe, amazingly there was no signi�cant 
structural damage in the Tahoe basin. Once the evacuation 
orders were lifted, Barton Hospital quickly reopened and 
resumed normal operational status. There was no 
appreciable loss of fellowship training since our Carson 
facilities were still functioning and our fellows were still 
functioning and our fellows were out of the Tahoe basin. 
James Ohliger had an early start of his Mammoth 
experience and Andrew Haus missed the evacuation 
because he was covering US Ski Team events in Switzerland. 
I appreciate the warm wishes and phone calls during this 
time from several alumni who wished us all well.

The expansion of our fellowship to Mammoth continues 
with our last set of fellows giving glowing reviews about 
their experience and training that complements their Tahoe 
rotations. The fellows will continue to have a 3-month 
rotation in Mammoth working with Dr. Gilmer and Dr. Crall. 

Robert E. Rupp, MD

US Ski and Snowboard Team - Saas Fee, Switzerland

TOSM sta� over 
Zoom, I immediately 
felt comfortable 
with the sta�, their 
philosophy in regard 
to patient care, and 
the added bene�t of 
giving back to the 
profession through 
fellowship educa-
tion. My practice has 
largely been a lower 
extremity sports 
medicine focused 
practice for the last 
10 years and I hope 
to support the physi-
cally active popula-
tion in the Tahoe Basin. We are really grateful to TOSM 
and Barton for allowing us to join the team.”

Welcome New Faculty - Paul Ryan, MD
Dr. Paul Ryan has recently joined the TOSM team after 
a distinguished academic career as a Foot & Ankle 
surgeon in the military. After graduating from the 
Tulane University School of Medicine Dr. Ryan trained 
at Madigan Army Medical Center in Tacoma, WA and 
completed his Foot & Ankle Fellowship at the Ameri-
can Sports Medicine Institute. Most recently, Dr. Ryan 
served as the Residency Program Director at Tripler 
Army Medical Center in Honolulu, HI. During this time 
in Hawaii, Dr. Ryan was elected as the President of the 
Hawaii Orthopaedic Association.

Dr. Ryan is married to his wife of 15 years, Rika. They 
have a 12-year-old daughter named Asha who is into 
soccer, art, skiing; and a 1-year-old rescue dog named 
Pochi who is into eating shoes.

“I’m thrilled to join TOSM and Barton Health. As I began 
planning my post military career, we had a family 
meeting and unanimously voted to return to the 
mountains after seven years in Hawaii. When I met the 

Dr. Paul Ryan

A Letter from our Program Director

Both fellows had an opportunity to participate in both the US Ski and 
Snowboard team in Saas Fee, Switzerland. Saas Fee is surrounded by 
thirteen peaks and is knows as “Pearl of the Alps.”

“I spent two weeks in Saas Fee, Switzerland at a training camp with the 
snowboard cross, half pipe, and big air teams. It was humbling to see 
the athletic abilities of these elite athletes. Thankfully, I only had to call 
the helicopter one time for medical evacuation.” ~ Dr. James Ohliger

“I traveled to Saas Fee, Switzerland for the �rst training camp of the 
year with the U.S. Women’s Alpine ski team. Due to COVID restrictions 
in several southern hemisphere countries, it was truly an international 
event as just about every country in Europe, North America, and Asia 
had teams there to train on the glacier. Lots of clear skies and little 
precipitation kept the glacier slick 
for some good downhill and super G 
training while the valley had perfect 
weather for epic hikes, trail runs, and 
volleyball games with the team. 
Unfortunately, we had a pretty 
severe injury on the glacier near the 
end of training. It was an inspiring 
experience to see the grit and 
resolve of these elite athletes up 
close and personal and I’m grateful 
to have had the opportunity to be 
their doc!” ~ Dr. Andy Haus


